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Our web page has had a facelift. Check it out at:
www.bwsinjurylaw.com
The site has good information about our firm and a

variety of legal issues.

BUCHANAN, WILLIAMS & STILLEY
SPONSORS
MSSU FOOTBALL

Listen to MSSU football broadcasts at 1230 AM The
Talker. Kevin Greim will interview Head Coach Bart
Tatum about “ Laws of the Gridiron” sponsored by
Buchanan, Williams & Stilley, P.C.

SECOND INJURY FUND

The Second Injury Fund provides much needed bene-
fits to injured workers. Among other benefits, the
Fund provides benefits to workers who had a perma-
nent disability or injury prior to their work related
injury.

For example, if an employee had an amputated right
hand at the time he was hired, and he suffers a work
related injury that causes him to lose the use of his left
hand, the worker would likely be permanently and
totally disabled because he has lost the use of both
hands. Under workers’ compensation laws, the em-
ployer is only obligated to pay benefits for loss of the
left hand (a permanent partial disability). The Second
Injury Fund is responsible for paying additional bene-
fits to reflect the fact that the employee is actually
permanently and totally disabled as a result of the pre-
existing injury to the right hand.

The Second Injury Fund is funded by a surcharge
applied to workers’ compensation insurance premiums
paid by employers. The Missouri legislature has
capped the amount of the surcharge paid by employ-
ers, which has caused the Second Injury Fund to be

underfunded. Unless the Missouri legislature acts, in
the near future, the Fund will become insolvent and
unable to pay claims.

The Missouri Attorney General has advised injured
workers that, because of its financial problems, the
Fund will no longer settle claims. The Fund will only
pay amounts ordered by a judge. As a result, all
claims for Fund benefits must be fully litigated
through hearing.

We have been helping injured people for over 30
years. We can help you and your family deal with the
many hardships that occur when you are injured. We
know how to organize the facts and evaluate medical
records to present forceful claims. If the Second In-
jury Fund, or an insurance adjuster, is not willing to
pay fair value of a claim, we have the experience and
expertise to try the case and win.

If you, a family member or a friend has been injured,
whether at work or by the negligence of others, give
us a call for a free consultation about your claim.

417.623.0900 or 1.800.371.8220

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and
should not be based solely on advertisement.




Most of our clients come to us as re-
ferrals from former clients, attorneys
or other friends of this firm. If you, a
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